CHESTER

of Cheshire loved ' Dickon ' ; there was a rising on his behalf
in 1400 and the Cheshire archers, wearing his badge, fought
under the banner of Percy at Shrewsbury in 1403.

During the Civil War, Chester's fortifications were once
more put into a state of defence and the city was held for
the   King.     The   Parliamentarians   invested   Chester,   but
Charles, after the defeat of Naseby, managed to enter the city
by the old bridge over the Dee.    He stayed in Sir Francis
Gammul's house in Lower Bridge Street until after the defeat
of Rowton Moor on 24th September.    Then, after leaving
instructions that if after ten days the city was not relieved it
was to treat for its own safety, the King withdrew to Wales.
But the garrison, in spite of fierce assaults held out until
January, when starvation forced them to surrender on honour-
able terms.  A sad aftermath to the siege was the Plague which
was so severe that grass grew in the deserted streets.   God's
Providence House with its motto is traditionally associated with
this period.   In 1651 the Earl of Derby paid with his life for
his devotion to the Royalist cause.    It was in the Stanley
Palace off Watergate Street that he spent his last night before
being taken to Bolton for execution.   The Castle, after serving
as a prison for the Jacobites in 1715 and 1745, experienced
its last alarm in 1875 when an attempt was made on it by the
Fenians.

From the Walls a good view is obtained of the Cathedral
and the Kale-yard Gate, which was formerly the monks'
entrance to their kitchen garden. It was not until Henry VIII's
reign that the Abbey of St. Werburgh became the Cathedral
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